G8          THE  LEGEND   OF  THE BOitAK  CHURCH :

what lie knew, and with what men at that time
believed that they knew, of the life of Peter. If?.
in such a frame of mind, he has dated the letter
from Borne, it means that, when it was written, the
received opinion was that Peter had lived at Rome*.
On any hypothesis, the first Epistle of Peter is a
work of great antiquity, which very soon attained!
a position of high authority in the Church.

3. The scheme which lies at the basis of the Ebion-
ite Acts of St. Peter is also well worth consideration.
This scheme shows us St. Peter everywhere follow-
ing Simon the Magician (by whom we are to under-
stand St. Paul), with a view of contending against
his false doctrines. M. Lipsius1 has applied an
admirable critical sagacity to the analysis of this
curious legend. He has shown that the foundation
of the different editions which have conie down to
us was a primitive narrative, written about the year
130, a narrative which brings Peter to Kome in order
that he may overcome Simon Paul at the very centre

1 Romisclie Petrussaye, pp. 13 et seq., especially pp. 16, IS,
41, 42. Conf. Recogn. i. 74, iii, 65. Apocryphal letter of Cle-
ment to James at the beginning of the Homilies, ch. i